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National Museums Scotland has revealed its exhibitions programme for 2018. The major 
programme will explore a diverse range of themes from pop music to poppies, wildlife 
photography to the art of glass. 
 
Dr Gordon Rintoul, Director of National Museums Scotland said: 
 
“Our exhibitions programme for 2018 is one of our most significant and varied to date. It 
ranges from photography and cutting-edge contemporary art to the story of Scottish pop 
music. It includes iconic objects loaned to us by Scottish musicians; newly 
commissioned artworks and significant objects from our own collections. 
 
“In 2017, we have welcomed over two million visitors to the National Museum of 
Scotland for the first time in our 150-year history, and we are looking forward to another 
bumper year for National Museums Scotland in 2018.” 
 
Two major shows headline the 2018 programme; the first displaying the very best wildlife 
photography from around the world and the second telling the story of Scottish pop 
music from the 1950s to the present day. 
 
Taking over the Museum’s largest exhibition gallery for the first time, Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year presents 100 extraordinary photographs exploring the 
beauty, diversity and fragility of life on Earth. The most prestigious photography event of 
its kind in the world, for more than 50 years Wildlife Photographer of the Year has 
showcased the very best in nature photography from around the globe. On loan from the 
Natural History Museum in London, it features photographs displayed on large-format, 
backlit panels. Visitors can come face-to-face with some of nature’s most astonishing 
and challenging sights and learn how the photographers captured their award-winning 
images. The exhibition is supported by Players of People’s Postcode Lottery. 
 

https://www.nms.ac.uk/


Spanning a period from the 1950s to the present day, Rip it Up: The Story of Scottish 
Pop is the first major exhibition ever mounted on this topic. It will take in diverse 
movements from dancehall to the emergence of pop in an explosion of colour in the 60s, 
through the 70s and New Wave, from global stars right up to today’s outstanding 
newcomers.  The exhibition, supported by Baillie Gifford Investment Managers, features 
instruments, costumes and clothing, memorabilia, props, photographs and, of course, 
music as well as interviews and archive footage collated in partnership with BBC 
Scotland. Among the huge range of artists and bands featured in the exhibition will be 
Lonnie Donegan, Gerry Rafferty, Bay City Rollers, Lulu, Midge Ure, The Proclaimers, 
Simple Minds, Garbage, Franz Ferdinand, Texas and Annie Lennox.  
A three-part BBC TV series along with BBC digital and radio content will bring another 
dimension to the story through the voices of those who made the music, those who 
witnessed it from behind the scenes, and the fans who lived for it.   
 
Art of Glass explores the work of leading glass artists in Britain today. Presented in 
partnership with The National Centre for Craft & Design, this exhibition examines the 
diverse work of established and emerging glass artists working in the UK. Visitors can 
discover how artists are embracing the medium of glass in new and exciting ways, 
pushing the boundaries of techniques and challenging the perception of glass as merely 
a material for creating functional objects. 
 
Embroidered Stories: Scottish Samplers showcases an extraordinary collection of 
Scottish samplers on loan from a private collector in the USA. Samplers are 
embroidered pictures which, in the 18th and 19th centuries, were made by children as 
part of their education. The collection has been researched over a number of years, with 
the identity of each of the makers being established through painstaking research across 
Scotland. The samplers include details of family, local towns, buildings and events, as 
well as religious verses and symbolic images, and provide a unique record of the lives of 
everyday people. Samplers are also touching personal records of children’s lives, made 
by hand in their formative years and recording the things most dear to them. The 
exhibition is an unparalleled opportunity to see this collection back in its home country. 
 
Following its run at the National Museum of Scotland, Monkeys! A Primate Story has 
travelled to Brussels and will then go to Brisbane. The most comprehensive exhibition on 
primates ever, it features more than 60 spectacular new taxidermy specimens of 
monkeys, apes, lemurs, lorises and bush-babies. Fossil Hunters, currently showing in 
Benbecula until January, will travel on to Dumfries Museum. The exhibition explores how 
life on earth moved from water to land around 350 million years ago. 
 
The Poppy: A Symbol of Remembrance at the National War Museum will coincide 
with the centenary of the conclusion of the First World War. It marks the culmination of 
National Museums Scotland’s commemorative programme of events and exhibitions 
relating to the conflict. It will explore the history behind the poppy and its emergence as 
a symbol of remembrance, the manufacture of poppies in Scotland, comparative 
international traditions and a reflection on recent debates about what some regard as the 
politicisation of the poppy as a symbol. 
 
 
 
 
 



The programme of exhibitions from April 2018 is: 
 
Exhibition Dates Admission 
 
National Museum of Scotland  
 
Modernist Jewellery 
 Until  29 April 2018 Free 

Wildlife Photographer of the 
Year 19 January  – 29 April 2018 Adults £8/£6, under 16s 

free 

Art of Glass 6 April  – 16 September 
2018 Free 

Hidden Gems: Scotland’s 
Agates 4 May – 2 September 2018 Free 

Rip it Up: The Story of 
Scottish Pop 

22 June 2018 – 25 
November 2018 

Adults £10/£8, Child (12-
15) £7 (under 12s free) 

 Embroidered Stories: 
Scottish Samplers 

26 October 2018 – 21 April 
2019 Free 

 
 
 
National War Museum 
 
The Poppy: A Symbol of 
Remembrance 

30 March 2018 – 27 
January 2019 

Price included in admission 
to Edinburgh Castle 

 
 
 
Touring exhibitions 

Monkeys! A Primate Story After opening at the National Museum of Scotland in 2016, 
this major exhibition is at the Royal Belgian Institute of 
Natural Sciences in Brussels until 26 August 2018 before 
opening at Queensland Museum in Brisbane on 12 
October 2018. 

Fossil Hunters This exhibition was at Museum nan Eilean (Uist & Barra) 
until 20 January 2018 then transferred to Dumfries 
Museum and Camera Obscura from 23 February - 22 April 
2018. 

 

 
 
Ends 



 
March 2018 
 
Further information at VisitScotland Expo. National Museums 
Scotland  - stand C14 in the Scotland’s Heritage aisle 
 
Further information and images from Alice Wyllie or Bruce Blacklaw, press office, 
tel 0131 247 4288 or email a.wyllie@nms.ac.uk.      
 
 
Notes to editors: 
 

1. To sign up for our fortnightly bulletin listing events and exhibitions at National 
Museums Scotland please email media@nms.ac.uk  
 

2. National Museums Scotland is one of the leading museum groups in the UK and 
Europe and it looks after collections of national and international importance. 
The organisation provides loans, partnerships, research and training in Scotland 
and internationally. Our individual museums are the National Museum of 
Scotland, the National Museum of Flight, the National Museum of Rural Life and 
the National War Museum. The National Museums Collection Centre in 
Edinburgh houses conservation and research facilities as well as collections not 
currently on display 

 
Twitter: @NtlMuseumsScot 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NationalMuseumsScotland 
Instagram: @NationalMuseumsScotland 

 
3. Wildlife Photographer of the Year is on tour from the Natural History Museum. 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year Portfolio 27, edited by Rosamund Kidman-
Cox, is published by the Natural History Museum. Natural History Museum 
Publishing produces high-quality, fully illustrated non-fiction books about the 
natural world. To view the entire range of books, visit www.nhm.ac.uk/business-
centre/publishing.   
 

4. Wildlife Photographer of the Year is supported by players of the People’s 
Postcode lottery. About People’s Postcode Lottery: 

 
• People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes 
to win cash prizes, while raising money for charities and good causes across 
Great Britain and globally 
• A minimum of 31% goes directly to charities and players have raised £237.8 
million for good causes across the country 
• £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further 
prize information visit: www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes  
• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a 
maximum of £400,000 
• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by calling 0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 

mailto:a.wyllie@nms.ac.uk
mailto:media@nms.ac.uk
http://www.facebook.com/NationalMuseumsScotland
http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes
http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/


• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under 
licences number: 000-000829-N-102511-014 and Number: 000-000829-R-
102513-013. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 Tabernacle Street, 
London, EC2A 4RR 
• People's Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by 
different charities. For details on which society lottery is running each week, visit 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society  

 
5. Bheireadh Oifis nam Meadhanan eadar-theangachadh Gàidhlig den bhrath-

naidheachd seachad do bhuidhinn mheadhanan bharantaichte. Cuiribh fios do 
dh'Oifis nam Meadhanan airson bruidhinn air cinn-latha freagarrach 
 

6. Both the exhibition Rip It Up and the National Museums Scotland programme of 
events are sponsored by Baillie Gifford Investment Managers 
 

7. Scotland’s Early Silver has been made possible by an innovative partnership 
between The Glenmorangie Company and National Museums Scotland. Since 
2008, this association has supported the Museum’s academic research and 
public engagement activities and funded an archaeological research post. 

 
8. VisitScotland Expo is VisitScotland’s major travel trade event held annually with 

over 400 buyers from all around the world 
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